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Questions Persist 
On Assassinations 


Washington — During the violent 
1960s, assassins gunned down Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy, his brother 
Robert and the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. In 1972, a gunman shot Ala- 
bama's Gov. George Wallace, putting 
him in a wheelchair for life. 

Millions of Americans simply aren’t 
satisfied with the official verdicts. In- 
vestigators keep uncovering new 
facts, offering fresh theories and sug- 
gesting possible conspiracies. 

Sen. Richard Schweiker (R-Pa), has 
produced circumstantial evidence 
that President Kennedy may have 
been murdered in retaliation for CIA 
attempts on Cuban Premier Fidel 
Castro’s life. The senator has sub- 
mitted his findings to the Senate In- 
telligence Committee for further in- 
vestigation. 

Coretta King, widow of the mar- 
tyred civil rights leader, suspects that 
her husband also was the victim of a 
conspiracy. She has asked the con- 
gressional Black Caucus to help re- 
open the investigation. 

IN CONGRESS, however, there Is a 
strange reluctance to inquire too deep- 
ly into the Kennedy and King assassi- 
nations. 

The late J. Edgar Hoover once in- 
dicated that higher authorities wanted 
the FBI to “convince the public” that 
Lee Harvey Oswald, acting alone, 
killed Kennedy. 

On Nov. 26, 1963, less than a week 
after the assassination, the FBI direc- 
tor noted that the FBI’s investigative 
report was supposed “to settle the 
dust, insofar as Oswald and his activi- 
ties are concerned ...” 

The Warren Commission, headed by 
the late Chief Justice Earl Warren, 
was appointed to review President 
Kennedy’s assassination. It specifical- 
ly requested information on political 
assassination attempts in other coun- 
- tries, but the Central Intelligence 
Agency failed to mention that its oper- 
atives had been trying to knock off 
Fidel Castro. 

On Sept. 7, 1963, Castro told the As- 
sociated Press he knew about the at- 
tempts and warned that two could 
play the same game. Later that 
month, Oswald turned up in Mexico 


City, where he visited tne moan ana 
Soviet consulates. It is known that he 
spoke to a Soviet KGB agent. 

A Mexican informant, Sylva Duran, 
later informed the U.S. Embassy that 
she saw Oswald inside the Cuban con- 
sulate on Sept. 28. She said she over- 
heard the Cubans talk to Oswald 
about assassinating someone and saw 
them pass money to Oswald. Presi- 
dent Kennedy was murdered on Nov. 
22. The next day, CIA Director John 
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McCone informed the new President, 
Lyndon Johnson, about Oswald’s ac- 
tivities in Mexico. The Mexican in- 


formant’s account was subsequently 
reported to the President, but she 
repudiated it under questioning by 
Mexican police. ^ 

Years afterward, Johnson told in- 
timates he was convinced Castro was 
behind the Kennedy assassination, but 
no federal agency has done anything 
about it. 

Schweiker’s investigation has 
merely raised more questions. He told 
us it would take at least 50 in- 
vestigators, with the power to sub-* 
pena witnesses anji take sworn testi- 
mony, to pin dGwn the facts. 

Sen. Daniel Inou^e (D-Hawhii), 
chairman of the Senate Intelligence 
Committee, whi^i * has the juris- 
diction, a*sur^|jrt,that he dicb-’t in-, 
tend to lehScfcfpWir's report “gather 
dust,” bujf t^t other priorities will 
prevent his comhiittee from getting to 
it until earlx iext year. 

ON THE ''MOftSE SIDE, two un- 
heralded eongiesiVien. Reps. Thomas 
Downing (D-Va) cjd Hfuiry Gonzales 
(D-Tex), are pret^ig^for a full in- 
vestigation of p| liS'dal ar*isfrinations. 
Downing wantSjto co»>u?5*rate on 
John F. Kennedy m^er. Gon 
would widen thc\pnty*1p include 
other assassination7| And the Bla^ 
Caucus will insist upon investigat’ 
the King shooting. 

Downing is a quiet Southern 
servative who has spent 18 years J 
the House avoiding controversy, 
he has become convinced that the 
was a conspiracy by more than „ 
person to murder President^Kermec 
Downing doesn’t claim t/ know i 
was behind the conspiracy, but he j 
cently received 1*000 CIA docume 
on the Kennedy assassination. He 1 
us the information “clearly indicab 
that the CIA never believed” that i 
wald acted alone. 

DOWNING AND GONZALES mu 
get past the powerful House 
Committee before they can get 
thorization for a special investigat 
but Chairman Ray Madden (D-Ind) 
told us that authorization cannot come 
until next year. V '• 

The questions, meanwhile, won’t go 
away. 


